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FISHABILITY 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [10.09 am]: Fishing off a jetty is one of the best images 
to capture the Western Australian lifestyle, and it is important to enable all people of all abilities to participate in 
this iconic pastime. Members may not be aware of a Western Australian–based organisation called Fishability. 
Fishability’s purpose is to provide recreational fishing opportunities for those who live with disability. Established 
in 2003, Fishability enables people with disabilities to have access to not only fishing locations and specialist 
commitment, but also, most importantly, personal support and companionship. In its latest annual report, Fishability’s 
100-member volunteer base held 202 separate activities for nearly 3 000 participants, which is outstanding. 
Fishability continues to increase the level of participation for its fantastic programs, and the McGowan Labor 
government is proud to continue supporting this outstanding organisation. Last financial year, over $100 000 was 
provided to Fishability through the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, and $150 000 
was provided through Recfishwest, to support advocacy, inclusion and access. I remind all members that every 
year, a proportion of the revenue collected through recreational fishing licence fees is allocated to Fishability, and 
all recreational fishers should wear that as a badge of pride. 

On Friday, 18 September, I had the pleasure of commissioning Fishability’s new purpose-built van that can now 
carry all the equipment needed to conduct a fishing clinic, including motorised rods, reels and fishing rod holders. 
The van is also a promotional tool that helps to raise awareness throughout the community of Fishability and its 
great work. Lotterywest has also stepped up over the years to support Fishability and on Monday I presented the 
chair, Mike Donnelly, and executive officer, Mike McMullan, with a cheque for $40 000 to assist in mitigating 
against the financial impacts of COVID-19. 
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